
NATIONAL INTKLLIGKNCER.

THE EXTRADITION OF COL. AltGUELLES.

OFFICIAL PAPERS.

""the President of th« United States on the 1st
instant cuuimuuicated to the Senate, in answer to

a resolution of that body, the followinp nport from

the Secretary of State and accompanying docu¬
ments.

Mr. Setcard to the President.
DlPARI MKNT OF STATE,

Washington, May 30, 18t>4.

The Secretary of State, to whom wm referred the reso-

lutiou of the Senate of the 28th iustant requesting the

President to inform that body, "if he ahall uot deeui it

incompatible with the public interest, whether he has,
and wien, authorized a persoo, alleged to have committed
a cnuie ogaiust hpain, or any of its dependencies, to be

delivered up to officers of that Government; and whether

such delivery watt had ; and, if ho, under what authority of

law or of treaty it was done," ban the bouor to submit to

the President a copy of the papers which are on file or on

record in thw Department telative to the sut ject of the

resolution.
By the net of Congress of the 15th of May, 1820, the

African slave trade is derlaied to be piracy, ry the ninth

article of the treaty of 1842 with Qreat Biitain, it is stipu¬
lated that, "whereas, notwithstanding all efforts which

may be made on the coast of Africa for suppressing the

alave trade, the facilities (or carrying on that traifi *, and

avoiding the vigilauce of cruisers, by the fraudulent use of

fl-igsand other means, are so great, aud the temptations
for pursuing it, vsh le a market can be fouud for slaves, so

Strong, as that the desired result may be long delayed,
unlrss all markets be sbui against the pu'chaae of African

Beg oes, the parties to this treaty agree that they will unite
in all becomiug representations aud remonstrate >s w ith

any aud ail Powers within whose dominions such markets
a e allowed to exist, and that they will urge upon all such
Powers the propriety aud duty of closing such maikets
eff ctuslly at once aud forever "

There beiug no treaty of extradition between the
United States aud Spain nor any act of Congress direct¬

ing bow fugitives from justice id Spanish dominions shall
be delivered up, tbe extradition in the case referred to in

tbe resolution of the Senate is understood by this lJepsit
merit to have been made in virtue of. the law of nations

and the Constitution of the United States

Although there is a conflict of authorities concerning
the expediency of exercising comity towards a foreign
Government by surrenderir g, at its request, oue of its

own subjects charged with the commission of crime
Within its territory, and although it may be conceded that

there is no uational obligation to make such a surrender

«pon a demand therefor, unless it is acknowledged by
treaty or by statute law, yet a nation is never bouud to

furnish asylum to dar gerous criminals who are < Sen¬
ders sg mist the human race, and it is believed that if, iu

any case, tbe comity could with propriety be practised,
tbe one which is understood to have callrd f >rth the reso"

lution furnished a just occasion for its exercise.
Respectfully submitted

WILLIAM H. 8EWARD.
To the President.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. lavage to Mr. S ward.
United m ati-s Conm'i ate General,

Hutana ISon ruber 20. 1863
Fir. Over onA tbousaud Alrican urines were hr >ucht

to tbis city a few days since It is reported Ih*t tbey
Were loudtd from a stesiusbip (whose name aid i.atiou
a lit y are U' known) in the npghborl o.d of Cardenas, or

8 gna. Very picuiiuent and wealthy persons are said to

be impl catf d in this business
1 h»ve the hunor to be, with great respect, your obe

dient servant, THOMAS SAVAGE,
Vice Consul General

Hon William H. 8ewakd,
fcecretary of btate, Washington.

Tbe steamer was uot captured It Is believed that she
went to Nassau alter landing the negroes. T. S.

Mr. Setcard to Lord on*.

Department op 8t*te.
Washington, Niivrmbf 2i, 18(53

My Lord: It appears, from informitiori tins day re-

from the Consul General of the United States nt
Hsvsna, that over oue thousand Alrican negroes were

recently brought to that city. It is reported that Ih- y
were I nd'd iroui a steam-hip. who*,* name anf nationality
are ui known. in tbe neighborhood of Caideiias. or Sagua;
and that veiy prominent oud wealthy persons are said to

be implicated in the business 1 be steamer w*s not cap
tured. It is believed that she went to .Nassau after laid
ing tbe negroes. '1 bis intelligence has beeu commuuicated
to ti e Navy DepartmeuL

I have the bouor to be, with high censideration, your
lordship's obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
The Right Hon. Lord Lyonh, A?. Ac A c.

Mr. Seward t-> Lord Lyons.
DH'AH IMIN r or feTATE,

Washington, Noneruber 28. 18G3.
My DEAR Lord Lywn*: I have taken ib»* President's

Instructions opou tbe suggestion, communicated in your
m te of October 15, of Earl Russt II concerning a joint or

concur rant appeal to be addressed to tbe Government of

Spain for an amendment of ber law wbich tolerates the
bondage of imported Africans landed in Cuba after they
have become in form tbe property of an owner of an estate
in that island If Earl ttusneii, wilh his large eiperienoe
of U is evil a'd of the d ffi ulty of obtaining a correction of
it, will prepare the draught of sui'h a communication as he
¦ball think may properly be addresred to the hpanish Cab
ioet, the PresiJent will, with great pleasure, authorize n e

to communicate with the bpamsh Government in tbe same

.ense and spirit With those which shall be adopted b) ber
Britannic Majesty's Government I shall b thankful if

y< u will inform Earl Russell that the President appreci
ates very highly tbe liberal arid humane sentiments which
have inspired ibe suggestion t . which 1 bave thus replied.

I am, my dear Lord Lyons, very truly yours,
WILLIAM H HOWARD.

Right Hon. Lord Lyonh, Ac Ac. Ac.

Lord Lyons to Air. Seward.
Waciuhgton, Febhuart 4, IW4.

My Dear PlR: 1 did not lail to fnrwa d to Lord Kos-
.ell a copy of the letter of the V8 b Nov mber last, in which
you did me tbe honor to inform me that if bis lordship
would prepare the draught of such a communication as

might, in bis opinion, properly be addres»»d to the Span sh
Cabinet, wiib a view to procuie an amendment <<l the
law* aflectiig the introduction uf slaves into Cuba, the
President of the United States would author z . you to
oommiinicate with ihe Government of Fpam in the same
.eri*e and spirit with those arlopUd by her Majesty's Gov
eminent.

L«>rd Kussell has desired me to thank you for taking the
President's Instructions on this matter at a time whe i

orher pressing *fl irs must have occupied the attention of
the Cbief Magirtiate. He ha« also Hiithorif-d me tii corn-
municau- to you the enclosed copies of a despatch from
ber Majesty's Minister at Madrid, and of a note in which,
in execution of instructions from ber M>jesty's Govern¬
ment, that Mini'ter bas pointed out to the Government o'

Spain the measures wh ch, in the opinion of b-ir Maj-sty's
Government, are required for the suppression of the Cu¬
ban slave trade.
Her Majesty's Government do not doubt that a sini'lar

representation addressed to the Governwent of tsptiu by
the United States Minister at Madri l would have great
weight with the Spanish Cabinet, aud tbey w< u d learn
wilb much satisfaction ihst tbe United Ntat«-s representa
tive bail been directed to make a communication to tbe
Bpanuh Minister for foreign afT.irs in the same s> use as

thst made by ber M*jesty's Minister iu the note of which
a copy accompanies this letter. (

B beve me to be, my .dear sir, your very faithful, humble
aarvaot, LYONS.

Hau William II. Seward, Ac Ac. Ac.

| ERCLoatlRPR ]
The present Captain General of Cuba has acted in good

faith in carrying ¦ ut the treaty obligations of Spain for the
¦oppression . f ihe alnve tr.de, and tbe Npani*h Govern¬
ment sppesrs lo bave hitherto approved ttie prooeedn gs
of (bat 'ffi er 1 be result bas been that tbe number of
slaves introduced into Cuba within tbe twrlve monihs
ended tbe .Kith of last Nept^u^r is estimated at from
.even to e gbt thousand, as Compared wnh eleven tb« ussnd
two hundred ai d fi ty four, the number introduced in the
coire.poi ding twelve months of the p eo-c y^sr

'Ibis d minu'ion in th. Cuban slave traffic u, i,|,J be s-it
isfsct ry if it w» re no that it is mam y owing to the ex-
art i us i f one individual al»ne, Geneial Dulo-, the pr».«, .t
Captain General ut Cuba, who, it must be borne in mind

¦ liable tv ba r«uito«»l it M/ iauio»Bt. wkaa, Itt ali J>K>fc«
ability, t'j» trsfRo would again tmuum Ita wonted viao*.
Onoroi Dtilox ootupl*iu« bttwiy nt tb» want or autt-

cient power conferred up-n biui, aud of the inadequacy of
the provisiona of the Hpauah penal emle for auppreasing
the C uban ulave trade | and if au officer ao well disposed
a* in the pre»eut Captain Genera) of Cuba buds it iuipoaai-
ble to put a stop to the importation of slave* into Cuba, it
may eaaily be inferred that a leas honorable «tticer would
find ample excuses (or the non-performauoe of bia dutiea in
tbia respect.

In or<ler to put au end to the alave trade in Cuba, it ia
necessary tbat the Spanish Government ihould take stepa
for auiendirg the Ihwh prohibiting the introduction of alavea
int<> that inland. The existing laws are admitted by the
Spanish auiboriries to be insufficient for the purposes for
which they were frauied, and, uutil they are ameuded, the
sincerity nut good faith of the Spanish Government will be
liable to be called in question.
The 4tb and 13th articlea of the penal code only serve as

a protection to the alave d> alera The former of tbeae ar

ticlea prohibita the seizure by the autboritiea of auy newly
imported alave*, no matter bow notorious may have beeu
the violation of the Spanish lawa in introducing the ne¬

groes, if once the alavea have been conveyed to a property
or plantation iu the island

J he 13.li article, on tbe other band, provides th*t the
legal punishment of alave dealera and their accomplice*
can only be inflicted in virtue of a sentence of the "Royal
Autiencia Pretoria!;" but in conarquence of nearly the
vv bole of I he population of Cuba, as well aa the aubordinate
auth' ritiea, being uiore 01 1- as m xed up and interested iu
tbe alave tra^e, it ia impossible to procure evidence to cou-

v et tbe parties engaged in the traffic, and thia article re-

mum* therefore eutirely inoperative.
hlevm hundred alavea have, aa ia well known to tbe Gov¬

ernment of the United States, been recently seized by tne

CaptMn Gmeral of Cuba after tbey had been auccesafully
landed arid conveyed to a plantation iu that islaud At
temi>ta will doubilesa be made to procure their restitution
on the grouud that they have been illegally seized by the
Captain General; but if one of these negroes ia given up
to the nlnve dea era, either by the orders of the 8pauisb
Government or by tbe decision of a judicial tribunal, her
Mfjealy'* Government trust that the Government of tbe
United M«tea will unite with her Majesty's Government
in addressing a serious remouatrauce on the subject to the
Spanish Government

Fthruniy 4, 18G4.

Madrid, Decknbku 16. 1863.
M. LK MlN'KE: In w.lh to

lurUxl M.K bfti a iu the opinion of her Msje.ty . UoveT,
trhtfic th adoptic n of «hicb mea.ure. I am m.tructed to

press upon her Catholic Majesty'* poVer"my"L,enoy theAn I had tbe honor of stating to your Excellency, tne
Government- f the Queen, iny mistress, hHve le»rued w^th, j ivm* intiifttctii u, from the official report* of her M

consul at Havana, thtt a considerable d'mmutiojinChe- li.imber Of negroes illegally Hiiporfc-d int.. (Luba^withinth,- year ending the 5th of September la.; baa taken place
ns c-inpared with former year, and also that a well-Judlg*d
Htoel.orat.on in the treatment of tho.e legally heldI in .1ave
r> there ha- been encouraged bytheauthor.ne.ofher
Catholic Majesty.a measure, aa her M*je«ty «' [®marks, wb.eb ha. happ.ly combined a regard for humanity
Mid a .et,sib<e increase in the productively, of the plan
tat ions in w iicb it ban bren adopted.

.inirHer Mai .ty'o Government have pleasure in rec< go . g
the "2i»l and activi-y delayed by the pre-«tCapU.n
General Of Cuba, «- well a. the uiea.ure of hi. succe-., in

check an the .lave trade. It appear., however, that such
are the temptati ns to unprincipledindividual.^intn^duce slaves into Cuba, and such the facilitiea .till aff -rded
to them by the defect, of certain parU of the 8j.ani.h law.
regarding the subj-ct. that without some m«^.flwti n.in
th. .e bin well meant efl .rt« must contiuue to fall short of

.J^Rbicb he, Government would

Mtn?X2£&££Z1Z trade to be pir.0,.
This is a incisure which has been adopted by many nation.,
including those possessiug large numbers of .lave.. iu

success has been signal in checking the .lave trade ui e*on-
tties where it most prevailed. It ha. mainly contributed
t. iree Hrctil from the Btignia attaching to thi. inhuman
trrffic. and that wnhout any injury toherproductivene..
or materul prosperity Her Majesty'. O^eru^ij are

not a^are.d any sound argumeut which cau be alleged

"TlnJSSZ of the 9th and 13th articles of the
Spanish penal cde in force in the island of^AccorJinx t«. the former of these article., the *;,tho",'e*cannot sriz* imported negr. es when once they
conveyed to a property or plantation, however notoriousJne fact of such ^.la'ion of the law having been Com
^ Act rdHUbto the latter, the legal payment of slave
iraders and tlieir accomplice, can only be u fl * ". Tt»f a sentence by ihe Royal Aud> ncia Pretorisl Now, it
U v.ell known that ihe d fficulty of pr«.ducmg evidence be
fore this court is so great, that proof to convict th<».e ac¬

cused of .uch cba-ges is seldom, if ever. obumed bowr
rver moral y convinced the ruling sutboriue. may be of
ib-.r guilt I' >. true that the Captain General ha- power
t, retake o fficers of who. . deli, quency he fee .. eer a.o^and it >. 11u>* that the present Cap ain General Uulce hi.
predecessor, the Duke de U Torre, and others, have exer-

h, w'n'nch mor'e 2* PU^^'prnion 'bow

a ii-"v»" »»«<*»».»"»' ".» fr>,°tb"

,<»*». .><*< m..
de la Torre, a- well as that of General Uulce, have cau.ed
them o coincide in the opium., that the adoption ol »oth
th. Lasur- . to which I have above
ueilieiit and ncce.sary for the final extirpation of the .lave
trade in Cuba I am not overstepping tbMruth .nbn^ghowever tlie.e measures under tour fcxoellency . alU^i
tt.,n 1 feel confident that they will be submitted to the
enlightened examination due to the intrinsic meriU of the
¦reat end they are m-ant to forward, and al.o with the
most friendly di.positmn on your Excellency s part to »et
«t r.st f-.rever a serious and paiuful matter of di.cua.ion
between the Government, of Great Britain and Spain.
I

j F. CKAMPTOH
Hi, tb. Makuuhuk Mika^lxkilh, &.C. 40

Madrid, Decembbr 16 1063.
Mv Lord: In conformity w.tj) the l",',ufu"°*tamed in your lordship's despatch <»f tfoj U_m i? t .

n. t fail to eipre.s to the 51a qui. de Mir-flore. the gf%
flration of her Majesty'. Government at the diminution of
ne s ave tiate, and the amelioration in th- tre* uent o

-laves in Cuba, reported by ber Majesty . Acting Consul
Genetal in h.s de-pa ch to your lordship

1 said that it was sa is act-.ry to know that tbe.e im¬

provements re-ulted from the determination «t the pre.ent
Captain General; and on the Marquis de Mirafl .res reply¬
ing .ha Gen I)ulce. by the manner in which be bad acted,
had fa ihiully carried .Kit the wishea of her Catholic Ma-
jHsty's Government, I observed that, such being e ,

I c«.uld feel no doubt that bis Excellency w-uld take into
s-'iiou- considei a ion two measures, which appeared to her
Mniesty s (i, ve.nulent,and, indeed, to all person, acquaint¬
ed wiih the tut ject, were wanting to enable that
who does not lack the will, to put a .top at once to tne
importation of sluve* in'o Cuba, and to reahxe a wi.fi
which hi- Excellency had «o often concurred with me in

expressing, that the serioQs and painful question which
contuuM<ly r. curri g betweeu the two Governments

in regard t» this U,alter should be forever set at re»t.
'Ihe two measures I alluded to were, J Midi 1st An

enactineOt dec anng the sUve trade to be piracy : 'iJ. e
inoditi ir.io-i "f tne penal c >de iu force in Cuba, and parti
cularly o-tbe !>ih and I3:b article.

With respect fa> the first of the«» meaaurp.. I ob.erred
that its eflic*cy hail been shown in the case of Braid, and

reasonable otjectlon bud ever been alleged agaiu.t it by
the oanish Government.
With respect to the second, the 9 h and 13 h articles of

the code ac ed a< a protection to the slave-trad..r^and 14e
lett.d ihe intention ot ibe law and tbe wM intended ef
f, rt- of the Kj anisb superior authoriUet. 1 be Ma qui. of
Mirafl >res pr mi-ed tha- he w.-uld <ake these ma'ter. u.U.
his consideration. a''d assured me that go. d w.H on h.s
part would not Im found wanting to do all that was p.»Mi-
ble to put an eud fco the slave trade.

. ,As I had rrf rred to particular articles of the penal rorie,
? p requested m« t" address htm a note, in which they
stiould be jtttrteu'arxel, hi order that he might be able at
once to .1 rect bis attention t<i tbe point, to which her tta-
les.y's G 'V-rriment alluded '

I have coi .. quently, in the note of which I have tne
honor to endow a cpy, painted out to the Marqui. de
MiCftfl <ies Ihe eflect «.f the articles i) and 13 of the e»»de,
wh ch arv clea ly s a»ed in Mr, Crawford', report No. Pi,
ol Sept- mber :W). 1*»1. enclose 1 in your lordship', of that
ve*r I have, A c.y

J. F. CRAMPTON.
The Karl RckmeLL.

Lord Jjyon* to Mr. Seward.
Wa-iiin«toh, Fmirijarv 4, 1864.

Flit: I ha«tened to con inunicate to her Maiesty's Gov¬
ernment the note dated the 21st instant, (2m h November
last.) in wi ich yn did me the honor to inform me that
yi.ti had learned from the llruted H a es Consul General at
Hnvanathat more Iban one thousai d recently imported
Af"Can n. griM-s ha 1 be^n brought to th*t city.

II Majesty's O vernmeot fiad already *ec»*ived intelli-
ee f a St. am vessel having left the Alrican coast with

a caruo of npwaids of 1 MX) slave, on board, and al.o of
these sUve* having been landed in Cuba^ Theybave.ii.ee
h , n i. formed by her Majesty's Consul General at Havana
iIh e'. v. n hundred and five of the newly imported .laves
have been s. II .1 by the Captain General of Cuba
Her M"iea y's Government are not at preaent acquaint¬

ed with the particular, relative W tbe vsm»I from whica

tb« tlftfM w#r* Iand«4. bat u>«7 wlU trta *#l*
©over, If »ossU>l». tba w>u« «* U* * 7?Implteatdlto Mr prooaedlngs, and they will b« *»rf maob
oblic-d If the Government of the United State# wi» *»u»-

mumciate to them any uiformatiou on the subject> whlot
tbe Uuited States authorities may be able to furnish.

I have the booor to be, with the highest consideration,
.ir, your most obedient, buaible servaut,

LYONS
Hon. William H. Sewakd, &c. <fco. &o.

Mr. F. F. S W(frd to Mr. Savage.
Department of State,

Washington. February 5, 1864.
8lR: Your despatches from '»o, 110 t« 118, both iuclu-

live, h&ve been received Referring your de»pntch No.
110. relating to tbe landing of certain negroes from Africa,
1 have now to transmit herewith a copy of a note f<om
Lord Lyon*, froui which you will perceive that the Gov¬
ernment of Great Britaiu desires further information tu

regard to the name of the vessel-and the parties implicated
in her proceedings. You will have tbe gooduess, there¬
fore, to endeavor to obtain such fuither information aa you
can, and communicate it to this I epartiuent.

I am, sir, your obedieut servant,
F. W. 8LWAKD, Assistant Secretary.

Thomas Havaoe, Esq.
United Stales Vice Consul General, Havana.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Koerner.
Dh'aktmknt of State,

W ashington, F<bruary G 1864.
8m: By the 9th art;c'e oi tbe treaty of Washington of

tbe 9th of August, 1842, between the United 8t-»tes and
Great Britaiu, it is stipulated rbat the parties will unite in

all becoming representations aud remonstrances wih tiny
and all Powers within whose dominions such markets (for
Africa!! uegroe*) are all 'Wed to exist, and that they will
urge upon all such Powers the propriety nud duty of clos¬
ing such markets effectually at once and forever.

__

Spain is believed to be the ouly Christian State iu whose
dominions African negroet are now introduced as slaves
She hss a treaty with Great Britain stipulating for the

suppression of that trsffin. The instrument was concluded
at a time and under circumstances which, as it seeuis to

us, imposes a peculiar weight of moral obligation on Spain
to see that her stipulations were cariied into full effect.
It is understood, however, that the jus' expectations of
the British Government in that respect have been signally
disappointed. 'J his has, uo doubt, been mos ly owing tu
the (act that a great part of tbe public revenue of 8paiu
has hitherto been derived from Cuba, the prosperity of
which island has in some quarters been erroueously sup
posed to dspend upon a continued supply of imported slave
labor. This is believed to be the source of the disregard
or Cubau slave dealers of the bumsne policy of the Houte
Government, aud tbe alleged iuefiioieucy at times of the
colonial authoritys.
We have no treaty with Spain on the subject of the

slave trade, but an the laws oi the United 8tates charac¬
terized it as piracy long before our treaty with Great Bri¬
tain above referred to, we think ourselves eutitled to con¬
sider that trade an off lice against public law, so far as to
warrant our faithful coinnliance with the stipulation con¬

tained in that treaty. Herewith I transmit a copy of «u

informal note on this subject, of tbe 4th instaut, addressed
to me by Lord Lyons, and of the papers to which it refers.
From these it appears that though the number of Africans
introduced into Cuba is diminishing, y< tthat th municipal
laws iu force there require amendment before a stoppage
of tbe traffic can be expected. The peculiar relations of
Great Britaiu to Spaio, wi h reference to this topic may
justify to the lull extent tbe text of the note of Sir John
Crauiptou to the Marquis of Mirafl >res. The rela'ious of
the United States to Spain, however, are of a different
character, but the President authorizes aud directs you to
address a communication in general terniB to the Spanish
Minister for Foreign Affairs setting forth the treaty stipu
latious between the United States and Great Britain on

this subject, and stating that it would aff »rd the u most
satisfaction iu this country il any obstacles existing iu Cuba
to the complete suppression of the African slave trade
should be removed.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Guhtavus Kokknek, Esq , &c. &c. &c. Madrid.

Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons
Dkpaktmknt of State,

li'ushingt¦ n. February 6, 1864.
My Dear Lord Lyons: I have the bou r to acknow¬

ledge the receipt of your note of the 4th instaut commu¬

nicating the copy of a despatch from her Mnje»ty's Minister
at Madrid, and of a uote framed under tbe iustiuctions ot
her Majesty's Government, pointing out to tbe Government
of Spam the measures which, iu the opiuiou of her Ma-
j -sty's Government, are required for the suppression of the
Cubau »Uve trada

In reply, 1 have the honor to acquaint you tbat, in con¬

formity with the suggestion contained in your uote, tbe
Mimsterof the United States at Madrid has been ins* iuc ed
to address to the paui-h Minister for Foreign Aff irs a

repr sentation in tbe sauie sense as that made by her Ma¬
jesty's Miuister in tbe note above referred to.

1 am, my dear Lord Lyons, very truly yours.
WILLIAM H SEWARD.

The Right Hon Lord Lyons, Jkc. «fco &o.
p. g.I enclose a copy of my instruction to Mr. Koer¬

ner.

Mr. Koerner to Mr. Seward..[ Extract ]
Ligation of the Umtkd ntatk*.

Madrid February 28, JHM
. t . . . ._

Some time previous to the receipt of your last, 8 r John
Crampton bad called upon me, and had explained the
grounds and the object of tbe remonstrances which his
Government bad felt itself compelled to make to the Sps-
nisb Government respecting certun failures in tbe proper
execution of treaty stipulations existing between Great
Britain and Spain as to the suppression of the slave trade.
He also informed me of the President's promises to sup¬
port the British reclamation, according u» the Washington
treaty. Subsequent to tbe receipt of your despatch upon
that subject, I had another interview with Sir John, in which
be informed me ol tbe conversation and the correspond-
euoe which be hu] already had with tbe Mini-ter of State
on tbe question, and of bis prospects of success.

In pursuance of your despatch, I have addressed a note
to Seuor Arraxola, the Minister of Slate, a copy of which
I have the honor to enclose. 1 have also furnished a copy
to nir John. *

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant,
OUSTAVUS KOERNER.

Hon. William H Sewakd,
Secretary of State, Washington.

J>,UAT10N OF TIIR UNITED RTATKS,
Madrid, February 27, 1864.

Fir: The subject r f «uppres»ing the inhuman African
slave trade ha« been one of deep anxiety to the Govern¬
ment of tbe United States fr< in the tune nf i s foundation
Tbe United States have been among the first of nati ns, if
not the first, that have denounced this truffle in human
beings a« piracy, and have visited their own citizens impli¬
cated in it with tb« severest penalties. At ve^y heavy pe¬
cuniary sacrifices, and at tbe risk of the lives of their own
naval officers and seamen, they have for more thv twenty
years supported a squadrou on the western coagt of Africa,
in a most destructive climate, iu order to prevent the sue

ces*'ul carrying oo ol this nefarious trade. They have,
with a like view, entered into stipulations with her Hritan-
nic Majesty in the year IH42, oontaiued in wh»t is called
the treaty ol Washington, tbe 9(k article of whioh is as

f .iiows..
(Here follows the article entire.)
The attention of the President "f the United 8tates has

lately been directe-1 to certain difficulties which have pre-
senied th- ojsejfea, and which appear to prevent a com¬

plete suppression of the slave trade in tbe colouial posses¬
sions of her Catholic M»j»sty and more especially in tbe
island of Cuba, which difficulties do not ari«e irom any de¬
sire of the Hptnish colonial authorities to favor tbe said
trade. It is well known that the eflf irts made by the Cap¬
tain General of that island correspond entire to the wise
aud humane policy which tbe borne Government of ber
Catb'dic M»j*«ty has adopted in regard to 'he subject in
question, and which is thoroughly appreciate! by the Pre-
.i<le|, and the people of tbe United btates
Toe d ffi^uities spokeo of seem to be inherent in tbe laws

and regulations in etntence winch are supposed to give
room to interpretations by which their force may be
evaded

In view of the general poliey of the United Stages, wh eh
lo- k« upon the African sl»ve trade as an ort-'fice again«t
tbe pubi c law of nations, aud has denounced it as piracy;
in firw. also, of the treaty stipulations en-ting h -tw> en
them a»4 the Government of her Britannic Majesty, the
President of the United States ba« ids ructel me to re

spectfully call tbe attention ol ber Catholic Mnj.-aty's Gov¬
ernment to tbis suhj <ct, a d to *uuge»t su' h a revision of
the existing laws and .regulations c .ucernn g the unlawful
in tro<1 ction of slaves into the island of Cut>a a> will he«t
nccompli»b ibe obj> ct which her M*j*s y'e Government had
iu view when those laws and regulations were enacted

It ia hardly nece«sary for tbe undersigned to asuirn

your Kxcelleucy that th-ae suggestions arise fr<>m the
purest m tives, and w uld not bare been made unless tbe
President bad considered the very friendly *nd cordial re¬

lations existing between tbe United Htates arid Npnin as

justifying this applieation, and bad be not been ^oiind to
another friendly nation by engagements which it is his duty
as well as bia pleasure to carry out faithfully.

It is almoat»qually unnec-ssary for m« to inform your
Kxcellenry that it would aff>rd the utmost satiaUnnon to
tbe President and the people of the United Htates if nriy
ob«ticles exi.ting n th islaiid of Cubt to the complete iUp.
pression of the African rlave trade should be removed by
tne considerate action of the Government of ber Catholic
Msjestf.

l he undersigned takes great pleasure to aa«iire An.
Ac. Ac. UliHI'AVHrt KOKKM hit

ilia Excellency Senor Don L. J> RhAXoLa,
Minister ol State of her Catfeolic Majeaty.

Mr. Oavag* to Mr. J*, W, 8*%eard.
UViTBO State® Co*«ulat« Qkmsiul.

Havana Marek 5, 1864-
BiR : In reply to your despatch of the 5th ultimo, accom¬

panying a copy of a note from Lord Lyon* of the preceding
date, 1 have to state that, notwithstanding the most diligent
inquiries among my friends, I have been unable to ascer¬
tain the uatoe of the steamer ti at brought the large lot of
African i.eg roes (upwards of a thousand) captured by the
Spanish authorities. The e negroes were lauded iu the
district of Colon, on the south side of this island. The
stentner had been originally English, came from England to
Cadu, where she was put under Spauisb oolors, fitted out
for the slave trade, and cleared ostensibly for a-lawful voy¬
age to Fernando Po, a Spanish island on the coast Africa.
The negroes were captured on shore by the Lieutenant

Governor of the district, and I am oonfl leutially informed
that the steamer proceeded anaiu t<> Africa for another load
of the same kind, the necessary stores having beeu placed on
board immediately on the disrhaige of her cargo. It is
said that Don Julian Zulueta, Don (Salvador Baoia, Marquis
ot Marianao, the Brigadier Qarcia Muuoz, and other promi¬
nent peri-ons, amongst whom General Concha is mentioned,
were interested in that expedition

Several slave expeditions have been landed for the same

parties, but two besides the above have beeu captured, one
of about six hundred negroes aud the other of about two
hundred, most of the cargo of this latter having beeu landed,
and the ves«»-l conveying 'hem has the appearauce of being
English built Don Jot6 C'arreras, a partner of Mr. S.
Bauia, has been for some tnue pa*l iu confinement, charged
with ben g implicated in these violations of law. Should
any further trustworthy information reach me I will not
fail to transmit it at the earliest opportunity.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
THOMAS BAVAGE, Vioe Consul General.

Hon. F. W. Bewaro,
Assistant Becretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons.
department OF STATE,

Washington, March 11, 1864.
My Lord: Recurring to your note ot the 4tb'Ultimo re¬

specting the arrival iu Havana of a thousand imported
negroes, iu which the desire of her Majesty's Government
for any information on the subject is signified, I have the
honor to enclose a copy of a despatch of the 5ih instant
from (he Uuited States Cousul General at that port which
relates to the matter.

1 have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord,
your obedient servaut, WILLIAM H. SEWAKD.
The Bight Houorable Lord Lyon3, &c. &c. <fcc.

Mr. Savage to Mr. Seward.
Consulate General of the U. 8. of America,

Havana, Jtt'irch 27, 18(54.
Sia: I have just returned Irom an mterview had with

the Captain Geueral ty his request, the object of which
was to ascertain if the United States authorities can re-
turu to this island the person of au officer of the Spanish
army, named Don Jus6 Agustin Arguelles, who is believed
to be iu New York This officer was, in November last,
the Lieutenant Governor ot the district of Colon, in this
island, that effected the capture of the large expedition of
Afiican negroes reported by me to the Department on the
20ih of November last, dospatoh No. 107. The Govern¬
ment was highly pleased with bis zeal, and paid him
$15 000 for his share of the prise money usually allowed
t > C'.p.ors of such expeditious. The officer subsequently
obtaiu> d a leave of absence of twenty days, upon his repre-
seuta iou that the obj ct of his journey to New York wm
to purchase the Spanish journal there published, called La
Cronict, has not returned, and s:uce his departure it ha*
been discovered that be and other officers of tbe district of
Colon retained and sold into slavery one hundred aud forty
oue of the negroes captured by them. S ine of these ue-

gioes were «. Id at $700, and others at $750 each
The Buperior Court ot tbe island, having exclusive juris¬

diction over such causes, has t->ken c gmzance of ihis case,
and requires tbe presentation of Don J Agustin Arguel
les belore it, to injure the prompt Iib^rat o.j of these one
buudred and torty-oue victims. The Captain General gave
me to understand that, without Arguellee's presence, it
would be very difficult, and, at all eveuts, it would rrquire
a long time to attain tba> humane object bis hxceiiency
pronounced Arguelle* tobe a scoundrel, wors^than a thi-f
or highwayman, masmuch as he to<<k advantage of his posi¬
tion as the local authority to oommtt that outrage with lit
lie risk to himself

I told the Captain General that in the absence of an ex-
tradit on treaty between tbe two Governments, or of any
law, public or muuiopal, authorizing the rendition, our
Government could not grant the request, but promised to
lay the matter in this confidential way belore you, which
he derired me to do by the rattiest opportunity.

1 beg of jou to consider tbe subject, aud to advise me
at ft'i eaily day of your views thereupon

1 have the honor to be, with great respeot, your obedient
servant, THOS SAVAGE,

Vice Cousul Geueral.
Hon. William H. Sewahd,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Taaara to Mr. Seward.
Lkoation op 8pain in Washington,

H'athiHfiton, April 5, 1864.
The undersigned, Envoy Lxtraordiurfry and Minister

Plenipotentiary of her Catholic Mnj-sty, has received in¬
formation of tbe arrival in to is country of au < ttiuer of the
Spanish army, named Don Jo>e Agustin Arguelles, eacaped
Irotn tbe Island of Cuba under the charge of having sold
ne#roe* into »lavery.
Tbe circumstances of the case seem to be aa follow*:

The above named officer wag, in November last Lieutenant
Governor of tbe dutnct of Colon, and effected, whilst in
this capacity, tbe seizure of a large expedition of Africau
negroes. Tbe Government, pleased wnh his zeal, paid
hi in a large auui at hi* *bare ol tbe prize money usually al
lowed to the captor* of *ucb expedition*. The fficer tub-
.eijuently obtained a leave of absence of twenty day* to
proceed to New York, upou representing that the ¦ bject
of hi* j urney wa« to purcbaae a Spanish journal published
in that city, but since hi* departure it baa been discovered
that be aud other officer* of the district of Colon retained
and sold into tlavery one hundred and forty-one of the ne¬

groes captured by them The Superior Court of tbe
(.laud, having exclusive jurisdiction over *ucb cause*, ha*
tak n cogniz »nce of thi* case, and require* the pre«ence
of Argtielle* before it to insure tbe prompt liberation of
tbe oue hundred and forty-one victims. Without such pre
aentatioc it wou d be very difficult, and, at all event*, it
would require a long time to a tain that humane object

I be undersigned i* weil aware that no extradition treaty
enitt* between tbe United States and 8pain,4n virtue of
which thi surre ider of Arguelles to tbe authorities of
Cuba imgbt be obta oed. Yet ooniidenug tbe gros* and
*candalous outrage which ha* been committed, a* well aa

tbe interests of bum nity at stake in tbe prompt resolution
of tbm matter, be ha* uut hesitated iu submitting the case
in thi* confidential way to the conaideration of the United
Htnte* Uoverument, in order to a»certam whether an in
cid'tit *o . x -ep ionnl could not be met with exceptional
m. a«ures
The undersigned has been tbe more induced to take this

step, that he has good reason to believe a similar applica¬
tion to have been made also in a confidential form by tbe
Captain General of Cuba.

i be undersigned avail* himself of tbi* occasion to renew
to tbe honorable Secretary of State the a**urance* of his
highest consideration.

GAHKU'L Q. TA8SARA.
Hon. W. II. Seward, Ac. Ac A-s.

Mr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Savage.
Department of 8tatk,

H nthirtslon, April 14. I864.
PlR: Your despatoh No. LJti has been receiv. d, in wnich

you call attention to tbe case of Don Jose Agustin Ar¬
guelles. I am instructed to Inform yon that if the Captain
general will send to Mew York a suitable officer, steps
will, if gamble, be taken to place in his charge tbe above-
named individual for tbe purpose indicated in your des
patch. You will immediately communicate th put port of
tb ¦ instruction, in confidence, to the Captaiq General.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
F W. REWARD,

Assistant Secretary.
Thomas Savage, E*q.

Vice Consul General of the United States, Havana.

Mr. Seward to Mr. T&nara.
Department op State,

H athingtim, April 16, 1^64.
Silt: In acknowledging the receipt of your c nfidential

communication «»f the f>th inatant, 1 have the honor to in
form you that tbe Co"*ul General of tbe Unittd States at
Havana his bem instructed to state to hi* eioellency the
Captain G neral ot Cuba, that if a suitable officer be s-nt
to New York, su b step* as may be proper will be taken
to place in hi* change, for the purpoae indicated in your
note, the Spanish officer Don Jose Aguatin Arguelles.
He pleased to a cept the renewed assurance of my very

hitfh consideration.
WILLIAM H SEWARD.

Senor Don Gahriei, Garpia v Ta**aha,
Ac Ac &c. Washington.

Mr. Savage to Mr. Seward.
Consulate General op United Statrnop America,

Havana, April 23, 1864.
SIR | I have tb« honor to acknowledge the reception

of despatches from tbe department, Nos 70 to 77, bi-th
inclusive. I al»o received yesterday tbe despatch, No. 79,
signed by F. W. t eward. Assistant Seoretary, and imme¬
diately communicated the purp >rt thereof, in eonfidenee,
to the Captain General lie had likewise a despatch from
the !*pamah Minister at Washington, advising him of the
interview be bad had witb you on tbe subject of the rendi¬
tion ol the Spanish 1 ffiner, Don Jose Arguelles His Ex¬
cellency was very much pleased, and very wa'tnly «*-

pressed his thank* to me for the promptness wiib which I
had attended to his r q ie*t in thi* matter. , He r> ad me

the Spanish Minister's letter,-end said that he wonld send
a proper officer to perform the service, who will probably

»ro«M4 to V*w York If Ik* ittittii Colu*»oia ua Moq.
1*1 ft»xt, Aui, wu irtiTM, i»»edletely repair to W«*hluf«
t'>u »ad piftM bicaMif under U« 4ir»otioo vf tb* ttysuusa
Minister.

Iu this ooDoeetioo I deem it proper to make known to
you that the Captaiu Geueral is uuder theimpre*siou that
Arguelles will be surrendered as accuied of crime, to be
subjected to trial hero, iu which case, from what I ean learu,
he will certaiuly be couvicted aud sentenced to the chain-
gang, which will be the fate oi the curate of Colon and
three or four others who were accomplice*, aiders, and
abettor* of Arguelles in ttie nefarious buniuess. 1 did not
say any thing to his Excelleucy to the contrary, not feel-
ins authorized to do so.

The one hundred and forty-one negroes sold into slavery
by Arguelles, as alleged, were represented by hiui aud his
acoouuplices a* having died of disease after lauding, aud the
curate of Colon is charged with having made a new regis¬
ter of death*, wherein those supposed deaths were in¬
serted. Tuis new register supplanted the regular one,
which the Captain General says Arguelles took away, and
now has in his possession. Conclusive evidence of this
fact i* before the court.

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your
obedient servant,

TIIO'S. SAVAGE,
Vice Coneul General.

Hod. Wm. H Seward,
Secretary of State, Washington.

[translation ]
Supreme Civil Government of the Ev*r faithful Island of

Cuba, Political D*partment.
Your Excellency: In reply to your communication

dated 15th instant, (Mo. l'J ) 1 have to say to you tbat it
i* convenient that the individual mentioned iu your afore¬

said communication to which 1 have
D Aristides de San- honor to reply, be placed ou

tale* Couniuaud'e board the vessel oomiug immedi-
giaddo Cap.de luia. ately to this place, aud the per«ous
de esteKj'to. who are pointed out in the marginDulce. 0f this letter will tale charge of

him.
I ask you to make kuown to his Eicellency Secretary

Seward how much 1 thank him f<>r hi» oo-operatiou in
this afftir, because by it he assists the exposure and pun¬
ishment of a crime totally dmtihet from any political mat¬
ter, the result of which will be tbat more than two hun¬
dred human beings who are groauiug in slavery will owe
to his Excellency the recovery of their freedom.
God save your Excellency many year*.
Havana, April 26, lb04.

DOM'O DULCE.
His Excellency the Minister of Spain at Washington.

[translation.]
Supreme Civil Government of the Ever-faithful Island of

Cuba.
Office of Secretary.Political,

Most Excellent Sir: My aid de camp with the per¬
son expected, arrived in the steamer Eagle. I request
your Excellency to render thanks In my name.to Mr.
Seward for the service which he ba* rendered to humanity
by furnishing the medium through which a great number
of human being* will obtain their freedom, whom the de¬
sertion of the person referred to would have reduced to
slavery. His presence alone in this island a very few
hours has given liberty to eighty six.

I also render thauks to your Exoelleiicy for the efficiency
of your action.
God preserve your Excellency many years!

DOMINGO DULCE.
Havana, May 19,1864.
His Exceilenoy the Mimjster of Spain at Washington.

Mr. Savage to Mr. Seward..\Extract.~\
UNITED STATES r*ONHUI.\TK GENERAL,

iJUvana, May 23 1864.
Sir i In consequence of my leiupnitiiy lllues* previous

to tbe sailing of the stetiiiifcbip Eagle from this port for
New York, I was unable to inform you of the arrival in
Havana, per sauie steauier from New York, of the late
lieuteoaut governor of Colon, Jose Agustin Arguellcs.
He arrived here at about eight o'clock at (light, sciom-
pHiiied by the Captain General's agent and two United
States deputy man-linls. He was immediately lodged in
jail, and was next morning conveyed to Moro Castle,
where he still remains. Various rumors were put in cir¬
culation on hi* arrival, which created considerable excite¬
ment One rumor obtained great circulation, that be bad
been kidnapped from New York, and that tbe Captam
General iuteuded to condemn him to the chain gang.

THOMAS8AVAGE,
Vice Consul General.

Hon William H. Seward,
Secretin y of State, Washington.

TI1E CAMPAIGN AGAINST RICHMOND.

A BLOODY BATTLE ON FRIDAY.

Tbe assault upon tbe enemy's works on the Chickahomi-
ny on Friday last was made all aloug the line, and the
c»Dfi ot that ensued appears to have been much more san¬

guinary than would be inferred from the brief < fficial He-

count of it that has been given to the public. Tbe aiuiy
correspondentoftbeNew York Tribune, writing from Head¬
quarters at nine o'clock on Friday night, (3d instant,) re-

cords some of the details ss follows:
"This, the thirtieth d»y of tbe campaign, bas witnessed

still another general engsgemmt, Hrarer t<> Richmond than
any other, and scarcely less-bloody thsn any otter. It is
tbe second battle of Cold Harbor, the first being that of
day before yesterday. Our loss is between four and five
thousand, distributed am>>ng the corps as follows: Eigh¬
teenth Corps, say 2,000; Second Corps, 1,400; -Sixth
Corps, 1,000; Fifth and Itinth Corps, say GOO to 1 000.

" A general assault was ordered to be made at half past
four o'clock in the morning, and was mad* promptly at tbe
hour. The relative position of the corps, beginning at the
l*ft, were in this order; brcnd Corps, Hancock ; Hixth
Corps, Wright ; Eighteenth Corps, Hmith; Filth Corps,
Warren; Ninth Corps, BurnsiHe. Warren and Burnnde
did not participate in tbe asasult.

" Brave as was tbe attack, and severe as has been tbe
loss, the result is indeeisive Generally tbe line has been
maternity advanct d. Every where we hold closer to the
rebel line. Baldy Smith carried and retains a dictinct,
well-entrenched position, and other corps are in possession
of detached works, and various positions more or leas lm-

por ant, from which they drove ihe enemy.
"Hancock charged with Barlow's and Gibbon's division,

holding B roey in reserve in tbe works frop which he moved
and protecting his left front. Barlow earned every thing
before him, capturing guns, prisoners, and colors; but
whether unsupported by corresponding success on his right,
or whether he finally met more than any one division could
withstand, at length be was forced to relinquish near y all
these trophies. Entrenching some distance in advance of
his original position, and resting his left on a swamp per¬
pendicular to tbe Cbiokahotmriy, be his all day maintained
a bri-k sharp-shooting

" The *tt'»ir was splendidly cohered by several batteries.
Tbe charge and the withdrawal occupied two or three
hours. One battle fl'g and two hundred prisoners were
brought ofT. Gibbotis's charge oo Barlow's right began
with a desperate rush, and was met with a res stance so

stern, inflicting lost so severe, that, having within the hour
carried one line, be too entrenched, and has fought the re
mainder of the day with artillery and sharpshooters.

" Yesterday (Thursday) H»neock, assuming a portion of
Wright's (pint, caused Neill's division to be taken from
tbe left to the right of tbe Sixth Corps, leaving Kuss' ll on
the left, and Ricketts in the centre The whole division
charged, excepting Russell's Second and Third brigades.
Neill and Ricketts gained nearly half a mile, Kusiell less,
owiig to his oouninK upon open ground swept by musketry.
Betides, it would not do to advance beyond Gibbon, who
conn cted with his left.
" During the afternoon, when I visited the Sixth Corpt,

which hart already constructed admirable works, an incau
tious bead ejp«>aed never to briefly above aqj point of tbe
parapet, drew in every instance a shower of bullets from
tbe rebel line, not two tnridred yards distant.

" Devin'a divnion having b<en moved to tbe right of the
Eighteenth Corps, Marti n<1i>!e's became the oentre, and
Brook's the left, Tbe Eighteenth probsbly achieved tbe
mo»t decisive success of the dny, gaining more ground,and
holding it with great tenacity and lofs. It should be
stated however, that five tiuiea as mxny straggled from it
as did from all other corps combined I aco unt for tbe
paradox by tbe assumption that tbe ifftcers did tbe r entire
duty, and this view is confirmed by tbe great fatality among
them

" After the morning assault and tbe almost simnltaneoua
desistmce from tbe sami, tbe whole Ime set to entrench¬
ing, while tbe heavy guns n« ver Ceased to p'ay, nor the
skirmish line* their hot fusillade, till sunset. But there
bas been no line-of-battie firing. Tbe position remained
unchanged, except that Birney s division was withdrawn
from the left and tent to < tnnpy the space between Smith
and Warren, giving to the army a connected line of six
miles It it mainly parallel with the Chickahominy, aU
though confutingly sigssg in particular directions, and ex¬
tends through alternate firlds and woodland. I judge the
ground to be on tbe average higher th»n tbe enemy's, and
to that extent we have the better position.

" The pritonert taken are from the. m»at diverse com¬
mands; from all the corps of Lee's army proper, from
Breckinridge, and from three divitiont of Beaur gard,
showing that the enemy has used every thing he oan com¬
mand.

" Thirty-two pounders, probsbly brought from the de¬
fences of Richmond, opened upon us at daybreak, and
dropped shells far t«» the rear, rn»t only of troops, but of
tbe different headquarters. of the trams, and the hospitals|indeed, every oorpa headquarters has been nnder warm
Are from morning to night."
A despatch dated at Headquarters of the Army of the

Potomac, on tbe 7th instant, contains the following rebel
version of Friday's battle:
" The Richmond Sentinel of June 3 announces the ar-

Evti Of .Ukl hftudred aftd Ofty prtaoM*. m Ifrldaj laat ||
ibby PrUoo. Zt Mil that oo Friday fourUcc t«*»ulta

wart mad* by Om UrMtt on the riffct of tfctlr Ium, bold
by JCrrshaw, Hoke, aud UreokiuridK*, all of wbiob were
repulsed with great slaughter of the asmiilaut*, their own
uieu escaping almost unharmed- The acknowledgment
is iLiado that we n hi Led a partial succesa against Breckiu-
rid^e, but tbat they recovered the grouud. Our loss, it
slates, must have beeu very beavy, nud puts it at ten or
twelve thousand in tbis eng»g» meut, and says tbat they
took one thousand prisoners.
"Tbe HentiueJ further remarks tbat Gen Grant's object

was to gain tbe strong positions around Gaines's Mills, aud
open tbe road to Bottom's Bridge, aud oouuect with Gen.
Buier; but tbat bis object has beeu signally and disas¬
trously defeated, it winds up tbe article as luliowa: 'In
sbort, yesterday wan a busy day for us, aud a dark one for
Grant. We bave lost no grouud on our right; we bave
g lined largely on our left; and we have taken nearly two
thousand prisoner*. We have put huisdu combat perbap*
ten thousand Yankee soldiers, aud we have auflered very
alight loas, thauk God1'"
The New York Tiiuea comments aa follow* on the above,

mentioned batile:
" The battle of Friday last was a much more aerious af¬

fair, both in its original conception, its aotual character,
aud its 6uat consequences than we had been led to believe
from the brief deapatohes heretofore given to tbe public.
Tbe iutentiou really was tbat it should be tbe decisive bat¬
tle of the cauipaiga. The movements of the preceding
day*, culminating in tbe possesion of Cold Harbor.aa
important, strategic point.had drawn our liuea close iu
front of the Cbickabominy, and reduced the military prob¬
lem to the forcing of the passage of tbat river.a pri>bl?ui
which, if solved iu our favor, would decide whether Rich¬
mond could be carried by a coup dc main, if a decisive vie-
toiy should atteiid our arms, or whether operations would
settle down to a aiege iu form.

" The great atruggle did not reault io a auoceas; and
though the enemy's lines were carried aud temporarily
held at two imp«.rtaut pointa, our aaaaultiQK column* were
finally compelled to abaudon them. Probably uo action so
important iu its character was ever crowded into so brief
a space of time.ten terrible miuntes iu the early dawn
developed on the part of the enemy auch strength both
of position aud force as to carry conviction tbat any
victory tbat could here be achieved would be purohaoed at
too great a cost. All that matchless vnlor directed by con¬
summate skill could do waa doue ; but it was in vaiu

" In falling back, however, the army was far from aban¬
doning all the grouud it bad gamed. It held and still holda
tbe euemy with uurelaxiug clutch. Even now our linea
are in mauy phces within fifty yardt of tbe enemy's work*
on the Cbickabominy, aud while it ia not clear how Gen.
Grant can aguiu make an advance on his immediate front
it will be equally difficult for Lee to make his escape. The
situation is such that there will necessarily now be very
important movements on the part of our army."

o

FRIDAY EVENING'S ASSAULT.

About nine P. M. the enemy mado a charge on oar left,
attacking the portion of our line held by Col. Smyth'a and
Owen's brigadea of Gibbon's divisions, Second Corps, aud
a>so Col. Upton's brigade of KusMell's division, Sixth Corps.
Gen. Barlow, who waa on the front < f bia line, overheard
the rebel officers give the order " fix bayonets." and in¬
stantly sent to warn Gen. Gibbon to be ou the alert The
men were at tbe moment busily engaged in entrenching,
but by the time the enemy came up were perfectly ready
to receive him, and repulsed bim in handsome style, with
severe obiistisement for hiB temerity. Since this repulse
all has been quiet.

AFFAIRS ON SATURDAY.

Saturday, it appears, wis comparatively quiet, nothing
occurring save tho inevitable akirminhiog that always takes
place when two hostile armies are as close as ours and the
rebel army are now. A letter to the Philadelphia Inqui¬
rer, daU-d on Saturday night, says:
" The question wiib the army now is, whether we cm

or cannot make another approach to Richmond, by fUnk
movement or any strategic mai aeuvre, so as to avoid the
necessity of digging our way over the space now interven¬
ing between us and the rebel capita). What the plans of
Generals Grant and Meade are is, of course, unkuown.

" At present we are tagging like beavers. Our men
have fully learned the advantage of this process, and they
work with a will Crawling forward as near the rebel
riflrf pita as possible, without showii g themselves, our
i-hirpshooters having gained a position to their liking, will
s^t to work quirtly with the bayonet to loosen up the
earth, which they will afterwards scoop out with their
hands, a tin .up, or any instrument that eomes nearest to
hand

'. At many parts of i ur line we have our breastworks
almost in contact with those of the enemy, and throughout
the wh< le ex ent are able to keep them under such a fire
that a rebel cau scarcely show his head above them with¬
out being shot At a few points they have .found their
works untenable, and withdrawn to others a short distance
in the rear, but we cannot always occupy these abandoned
pi a, as they are *o constructed as to enable the enemy
completely to enfilade them from another part of the hne.
"Our owu men, like the rebels are obliged to lie quiet

behiud tbeir works, a shower of bullets from rebel sharp¬
shooters instantly quieting every one who expose* himself
to their aim Co'. Morris, of the 7th New York heavy
artilleiy, was shot this morning by one of them while walk¬
ing in company with Gen Harlow. Col MrKeftn, of the
Hist Pennsylvania, commanding the first brigade of Gib¬
bon's division, was also shot, and it has as jet been impos¬
sible for our men to venture out and bring in hi* body.
"The enemy have disappeared in front of barren and

Burnside on the extreme rigtit, but will doubtless reappear
at another point."
Another letter, dated at nine o'clock in the morning of

Sunday,aay»:
" There was no demonstrative movements by eifherartnjduring Saturday. A desultory cannonading was beard on

our extreme left, in the direction of Bottom's B idge, sup¬posed to be the enemy shelling Sheridan in the morning,but it soon ceased. The day was cool, aud rain fell in suf¬
ficient quantities to refie*h,and not deluge, the men in hos¬
pitals, on picket, and in the trenches.

" Last night about eight o'clock the enemy made his
accustomel night attack in a furious assault upon Barlow,
but, as ever before, was repulsed with severe lost. About
midnight be attempted to drive Hancock from his p< sition,
and again signally failed. It is ascertained this morningthat the enemy has withdrawn his forces from our rightfront at Bethesda Church, and now and then a canuon shot
is heard, probably from our cavalry harassing their re-
treatiig column

" Sheridan's seizure of Bottom's Bridge, and his stub¬
born refusal to retire, excites their iudigi.ation and active
resistance. No battle was anticipated to day. Considera¬
ble musket firing on our right centre was heard about nine
o'clock, the result of which, however, is at this time un¬
known.
"Grant speaks with quiet confidence of his ability to

capture Richmond.says it is oily a question of time."
o

SKIRMISHING ON SUNDAY.

A l«tter to the Tribune, dated from headquarters at
eight o'clock on Monday evening, states that on Sunday
there was " constant firing across from one line of works
to the other as soon as any portion of a man's body could
be seen. The casualties daring the d*y, all from sharp¬
shooters and intermittent artillery, are not less than Tour
hundred. To these must be added between one »nd two
hundred during the night." The same letter says:

" A little after eight o'clock a furious blast rang a fierce
discordant meter from the lef , where lay Hancock's
corps Judging by the powder burned, it was more than
a usually desperate night asaault. Soon the following de¬
spatch is received s

" Half you rtrkl o'clock P. M.Thsy at first attacked
Wngh , but are now rushing down upon me. Apparently
no 'lama#*- Hancock."
"Tremendous discharges of musketry, and the awfnJ

blasts of eofaorn mortars continued fifteen or twenty min¬
utes longer, and then like a tornado breaking into fitful
squalls aud then clearing into fine weather tins tempest of
war broke into detached vollies.and fim|ly censed altogether.
It seems to bave been brought on hy the enemy, as is
always the case with these night nfliirs. He discovered
men planting fascines for a new line, snd at once asiaulted
to stop the work; whereupon bo>h sides opened fiie r-ght
snd l*-ft. The assault was r>*pul>ed easily enough, but
neiiher party seemed inclined to first stop firing, hence its
duration

" An hour later the Eighteenth Corps made some lively
shooting, but there was nothing in the nature of an attack.

" Dming the night tbe Filth Corps (Warren's) has been
withdrawn from the right, and marched around to the ex¬
treme left. There will be other changes of position to¬
night.

" Quito distant and heavy cannonading yesterday after¬
noon and evening from lower doWn the Chiekahominy, in¬
dicates that the cavalry is operating in that quarter. I
suspect Sheridan has been told to take and hold the bridge
till a corps of in'antry can be sent there.

" Reinforcements continue to arrive. The slightly
wounded of the battle ol the Wilderness are beginning to
return."

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE REPUBLICANS
The " Union State Convention of New Hampshire" met

at the capital of that State on Tuesday. Ez Governor
Hale presided. Hon. Onslow Stearns, President of the
State Senate; J. B Claik, Eq , of Manchester; Ex-
Govetnor Hale, and W. U. Saw>er, fc»«j , were chosen
delegates to the Baltimore Convention. Resolutions were
pasted in favor of the re-election of President Linoolu.


